
 

 

 My name is Sarina Bounmala, I am 17 years old. I’m 
currently a running start student at Highline College and a 
Junior at Mount Rainier High School.  
 
My talent is performing traditional Laotian dances. My 
unique qualities are that I am not afraid to speak my mind 
and advocate for things that I believe in and my 
willingness to try new things despite circumstances and/or 
challenges I may face. As an example, participating in this 
pageant and being in a situation where I have to speak in 
front of a group of people is new to me. Some may think 
that public speaking is easy for me because of my 
outgoing personality, but it has always been a challenge. 
Slowly but surely I’m getting over this fear. At first I was 
hesitant because I didn't know what I was getting myself 
into. Now, I am really glad that I joined because I’m 
learning new skills, meeting new people, and building 
lasting friendships. My fellow participants are encouraging 
young women and it feels like a strong a support system 
than a competition.  
 
After graduating high school I plan to attend the University 
of Washington, Seattle to obtain a Bachelor of Business 
Degree.  I intend to use this degree to find a job that is 
both fulfilling and rewarding. 
 
I believe it’s important for the younger Laotian generation 
to be involved with the Lao Community so we stay 
connected to our culture and roots. One thing I’ve done to 
stay connected is to volunteer as a Camp Counselor for 
Pom Foundation Lao Summer Camp. I’ve been a 
counselor for the past two years and plan on volunteering 
for this organization as long as I can. As a counselor, I 
help guide and supervise the younger children for two 
weeks. We teach the students how to speak Lao, learn the 
traditional Lao customs, and how to dance and play 
musical instruments. This work is important to me because 
it gives me an opportunity to give back to the community. 
I, myself, was a student in the Kinnaly Music and Dance 
Troupe and had a great experience, I want to be able to 
provide the same experience to the younger Lao 
community.  
 
I decided to join Miss Lao Washington LCSC because I 
believe this is a great opportunity for me to meet new 
people and gain new perspective about the Lao 
Community. I believe in LCSC’s mission of having a place 
where all Lao groups can gather, a place community 
members can host events or talk about problems that are 
going on in their community or the world, and ways to fix 
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them. We have a very rich culture and it’s up to my 
generation to maintain this. Because of this, I plan to 
continue to be involved with the Lao Community and make 
sure it thrives and our heritage is not lost. 
 

Talent(s): 
Traditional Lao Dance  
 
Sport(s): 
N/A 

 


