
 

 

 
My name is Cherilyn Saechao. I am 17 years old. I am a 
senior at Renton High School enrolled in the Running Start 
Program at Seattle Central College. I participated in the 
Lao American Writers Summit in 2017. In 2018, I was one 
of 36 students selected from 100 applicants to attend the 
University of Washington Nurse Camp. Being the only 
Laotian there, I made sure to represent my community. I 
was also a counselor for Lao Summer Camp through Pom 
Foundation 2018. I heard about this organization program 
though my aunt and I wanted to join right away as soon as 
she told me.  I have a strong desire to learn more about 
my culture. I am a second generation Lao-Mien American. 
People tell me that I am resilient, I never let anything 
overcome me, I try my best to recover quickly from difficult 
situations, and that I have a unique sense of humor. I 
enjoy conversing with my Meatao in English, French and 
Lao. On my free time, I enjoy watching Thai dramas, 
karaoke, photography, calligraphy, and cooking. 
 
In the future, I will continue to learn and grow in many 
ways. I hope to teach English in Laos because English is 
such a world-wide language. I want to help people 
successfully find a job internationally and inspire them to 
continue school. I am also interested in Social Sciences in 
the areas of Anthropology of Culture. I want to be able to 
learn about other cultures and if I can, go deep into 
research of Lao culture and teach other people my 
findings. I will preserve Lao culture through my love for 
Lao food, eating and cooking it. I also like to share Lao 
dance and music. I want to help build a strong Lao 
Community for everyone to enjoy and learn from our 
heritage because the Lao culture is very warm and 
welcoming. I want to build a Lao community where all 
Laotian and Non-Laotian people can come together to 
share Lao culture.  

Talent(s): 

Cooking and singing 

Sport(s): 

Dance and biking 
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